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Back to our roots
It was a record-setting year in 2016 for the 
78th annual Garfield County Fair & Rodeo. As 
we celebrated the “Back to Our Roots” theme 
throughout the week, musicians Josh Turner and 
Chris Janson elevated our Friday night concert 
to new heights. The concert, combined with an 
additional monster truck main event, led to record 
ticket sales. Sponsorship and attendance figures 
continue to grow each year, and the 4-H/Future 
Farmers of America (FFA) livestock auction saw 
the event’s second highest sales at the fair — 
only 2008’s numbers were greater.

Each year, the amount of proud people honoring 
Garfield County’s Western heritage and 

agricultural way of life continues to grow. 

There were some new family activities in 2016, 
including gold and silver panning, magic and 
variety shows, and stilt-walking. The free stage 
offered outstanding and diverse acts to appeal  
to the entire community.

This year’s achievements were only possible 
through the enormous amount of community 
support the fair receives annually. Thank you 
to our dedicated volunteers, sponsors, 4-H/FFA 
participants, leaders, and families. 

We are excited as we begin planning for the 79th 
annual Garfield County Fair & Rodeo, which takes 
place July 31 – Aug. 6, 2017.

Garfield County Fair & Rodeo mission statement
The Board of County Commissioners has established the Garfield County Fair Board and affirms its 
commitment to conducting the annual Garfield County Fair & Rodeo as a valuable community event.

The purpose of the fair board is, in collaboration with Garfield County administration, to ensure the 
successful promotion, production, and execution of the fair each year. 

The fair board shall ensure fair programming is of high quality and that programming improves 
annually, as needed. Fair programming shall embrace all ages, persons, cultures, and entities within 
Garfield County; shall foster a spirit of community values; and shall promote the Western 
and agricultural heritage, and history of Garfield County. 
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the 78th annual fair
Major accomplishments include:
•  The Board of County Commissioners continued to make improvements to the Garfield 

County Fairgrounds in 2016, including the expansion and remodel of the North Hall kitchen. 

•  Sponsorship continues to grow with a total of $57,626 in cash donated, and $86,005 in-kind 
donations, totaling $143,631 this year. That is an increase of 18 percent over last year’s amount 
of $121,328. There were a total of 83 sponsor agreements negotiated this year. We’ve experienced 
82 percent growth in sponsor donations over the last three years. These partnerships are a very 
important part of the Garfield County Fair & Rodeo’s growth and success. 

•  Main event ticket sales this year totaled $169,930. That’s an increase of 39.5 percent compared
to 2015 ($121,795). For the first time ever, the concert was completely sold out.

•  A monster truck show was added to the line-up and was a successful first-time main event. 

•  Due to parking limitations, the city of Rifle provided a parking shuttle to get folks to the fairgrounds. 
The shuttle route ran up and down Railroad Avenue during main event nights, and all day on 
Saturday. 

•  We continue to improve and vary the entertainment in the Midway area and on the free stage.
The Fair Board is committed to providing free entertainment and activities for families. 

•  Our Professional Rodeo Cowboys Association (PRCA) rodeos are essential to celebrating our 
Western culture. We are building on our relationship with the PRCA, which is located in Colorado 
Springs. They donated a magnificent pair of spurs for the Xtreme Bulls winner this year. Tanner 
Ward, corporate partnerships manager for PRCA Properties, Inc., attended to personally present  
the winner with the spurs. 

•  A new software program, Fair Entry, was launched from Colorado State University Extension 
for 4-H, FFA and open class exhibits. 

•  Our volunteers are essential to the success of the fair. There were a total of 120 volunteers 
who worked approximately 2,878 hours at this year’s fair. 



4

Main events
Family Rodeo
The original Monday night family rodeo was extended to Tuesday evening with a youth rodeo. The 
Monday event has been very popular with local ranching families, and the added events for youth have 
increased participation. Mutton bustin’ continues to be the most popular event both nights. The additions 
of 10 - under calf riding and the boot scramble have increased the excitement for local kids.  

Kick-Off BBQ
The traditional Tuesday night kick-off BBQ celebrates the year-long culmination of hard work for the 4-H/
FFA members, families, leaders, and volunteers. As a show of our appreciation for their support for the 
fair and the livestock auction, sponsors are also invited to attend. 

Heritage Night
Talented 4-H members performed Wednesday afternoon on the free stage in the talent show, along with 
others who modeled their unique creations in the dress revue. The traditional heritage celebration of free 
apple pie and ice cream is relished by local residents. Despite some high winds kicking up that evening, 
the troupe of Glenwood Vaudeville Revue performed with their usual professionalism and whimsy. This 
free performance is always a hit with the community. 

Professional Rodeo Cowboy Association (PRCA) Xtreme Bulls | 820 tickets - $10,885
Our second annual PRCA Xtreme Bulls performance took place in 2016. The number of bull riding 
contestants grew from 31 in 2015, to the maximum of 40 this year. We are very grateful to the PRCA  
for the support they have given us, and look forward to building our event with the tour.  

PRCA ProRodeo | 953 tickets - $7,835
Our third-annual PRCA ProRodeo event continues to grow. We doubled the prize money on each event, 
and the number of participants increased from 47 in 2015 to 82 this year. There were a couple local 
competitors who won their events. Rifle native CJ Vondette won the barrel racing event with 
a score of 17.55 seconds, and Jason Blasdel of Fruita won the bull riding event, scoring 84 points.  

Josh Turner and Chris Janson concert | 3,483 tickets - $98,350
These two talented country stars combined to set an all-time record for our concert attendance and 
ticket sales. Chris Janson, a rising singer/songwriter star on the country scene, started the concert 
off with a high energy performance. Josh Turner closed it out with a bang, after an accident earlier in 
the week had him hospitalized. The bands and crew appreciated all the hard work and amenities we 
provided for them throughout the day. With a capacity crowd, we had some challenges getting folks into 
the arena and the line stretched down Railroad Avenue. We will make some major changes to our entry 
system to ensure a higher quality experience for all of our concert patrons.  

Summer of Thunder Car Show 
The 2016 car show had a number of new entries, though the overall total was down due to conflicting 
schedules with other shows. But spectator attendance was up this year, the weather was great, and 
folks had a good time.  

Demolition Derby | 1,902 tickets - $32,320
The 2016 demolition derby set more records. There were 14 participating cars, which was up from 12 in 
2015, and 27 side-by-side and all-terrain-vehicles (ATV) entries. Trucks were also added to the lineup, 
which saw five entries. The trucks made the event more exciting for the spectators, and we believe it 
could result in even more entries next year. 

Traxxas Monster Truck Demolition Tour| 1,247 tickets - $20,540
The 2016 fair added the Traxxas Monster Truck Destruction Tour to the main event lineup on Sunday. 
It was exciting to watch these incredible, 10,000-pound, car-crushing giants compete. The show had 
great attendance, especially for a first-time event. Kids took advantage of the free pit passes, and got to 
see the trucks up close and meet the drivers. They also lined up en masse for the monster truck rides. 
Attendees of all ages enjoyed the tuff truck action that took place in-between monster truck runs.



Committees, programs 
and partners
The Livestock Marketing Committee
The livestock auction was a colossal success 
this year. These dedicated volunteers worked 
hard all year planning the production of the 
event. There were some challenges with the 
new Fair Entry software that the CSU Extension 
introduced for use statewide. But they pulled it 
off with the help of the county’s IT Department 
and finance staff. Their commitment to making 
the livestock show and sale a success is greatly 
appreciated by the county and the community. 

Year Exhibitors Entries Buyers Sales
2016 167 227 164 $438,358
2015 138 191 148 $357,454.99
2014 155 210 169 $409,510
2013 157 214 102 $393,880
2012 165 230 143 $393,473
2011 176 262 110 $375,364
2010 173 261 147 $371,154
2009 153 220 122 $373,434
2008 134 194 115 $488,159
2007 119 170 113 $394,919
2006 133 199 100 $332,633
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2016 4H Youth livestock 
entries included:  

22 beef, 40 rabbits, 32 sheep, 
22 goats, 64 swine, and 38 poultry.

Rodeo Royalty
Garfield County Fair and Rodeo Royalty Program 
The Garfield County Fair & Rodeo Royalty Program is 
open to Garfield County residents. The royalty program 
teaches leadership skills, teamwork, and instills strong 
morals and values into our youth, who are our future 
leaders. We strive to be a part of our community, and 
help wherever possible at numerous events throughout 
the year, and at our annual fair & rodeo events.  
If you would like to support the Royalty Scholarship 
Fund with a contribution, please mail your donation to:

Doreen Herriott 
Garfield County Fair & Events Coordinator
201 8th Street, Glenwood Springs, CO 81601

Your tax-deductible contribution will be used to fund 
academic scholarships for Rodeo Royalty participants 
and for no other purpose. Thank you for your support! 
Please visit garfieldcountyfair.com for more information.

4-H General Project entries
Dog show – 22 entries

General projects – 218 entries
Rocketry – 10 entries

Fashion revue – 6 entries
Performing arts – 13 entries

Shooting sports – 240 events
Horse show – 369 entries

Cloverbud – 22 entries
Cake decorating – 11 entries

Creative cooks contest – 2 entries
Demonstration contest – 1 entry

Photo contest – 2 entries
Utility goat contest – 9 entries

Junior livestock sales results
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Open Class
There was a great variety of entries in this year’s open class exhibits. All told, 212 exhibitors took part 
with a total of 1,055 entries. The overall amount of premiums paid to exhibitors was $3,206. The open 
class exhibits fall under the CSU Extension, and we had to use the Fair Entry software. There were 
some challenges and glitches, but we had a strong group volunteers who were able to overcome them. 
The county purchased new fine arts display panels, which elevated the display of the incredible artwork 
our county residents produced.  

Garfield County Fair Parade, coordinated by Rifle Area Chamber of Commerce
The 2016 Garfield County Fair Parade was the biggest one to date. There were 57 entrants in the 
parade, and hundreds of locals gathered to watch. All of the Garfield County historical societies, 
including Rifle, Silt, Parachute, Glenwood, and Carbondale, participated in the parade and were honored 
as the grand marshals. Each year, a group of volunteer judges rates each entrant based on originality, 
overall appearance, and the entrant’s ability to tie their float or performance into the theme, “Back to 
Our Roots.” The “best of parade” winner was the grand marshal float that featured all of the historical 
societies from Garfield County. The honorable mention recipients were the American Legion, Kelly 
Hansen Post #78; and Caring Kids Preschool. The winner of the “float” category was Mountain Waste 
and Recycling. The winner of the “vehicle” category was the Garfield County Republicans. The winner 
of the “classic auto” category was the “Rock-N-Earth” Peterbilt dump truck. The winner of the “marching 
unit” category was Danza Azteca. Finally, the winner of the “horse” category was Family Tradition. The 
chamber of commerce was proud to put on this community event, which saw a tremendous turnout of 
community members that came to enjoy the parade with family and friends.  

Rifle Elks Lodge
The Rifle Elks Lodge enlists the help of 36 hard-working volunteers who serve liquor during the fair. The 
2016 profit of $25,634 was a 20 percent increase over 2015. The profits go to local charities, programs, 
and events. These include Veterans Affairs nursing homes, senior centers, animal shelters, scout troops, 
Christmas baskets for needy families, and other events and assistance that may arise throughout the 
year. 

Rifle Rotary Ball Drop
The Rifle Rotary Ball Drop hit new a record this year, with revenues of $19,795. The community support 
and involvement is substantial for this fundraiser and event. The ball drop is well-attended, and kids 
collecting the balls after the drop enjoy being a part of the show. The funds are distributed to Raising a 
Reader, Gus the Bus, Rifle and Coal Ridge high school scholarships, Meals on Wheels, Bookcliff Arts 
Council, dictionaries for third-grade students, sponsoring foreign exchange students, and various other 
nonprofit organizations.  

Countywide partners
The success and growth of the Garfield County Fair & Rodeo would not be possible without our partners. 
The Board of County Commissioners and the fair board appreciate all the hard work our partners do to 
pull off an event of this magnitude. We were assisted by the Rifle, Silt, New Castle, Glenwood Springs, 
and Carbondale police departments; Garfield County Sheriff’s Office; and Colorado River and Fire 
Rescue, which provides their mobile incident command center each year. Paramedics and ambulances 
are also present as needed. We were grateful for their quick response when there was an accident at 
one of the rodeos. Thanks again to the Garfield County Criminal Justice Department for providing a lot 
of people to help with set-up, maintenance throughout the fair week, and tear-down after the fair. There’s 
a lot of manpower needed before and after the fair that most folks don’t know about. They are very 
important partners, too, and we thank them for all of their efforts.
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New faces around the fairgrounds
Fairgrounds Manager, Debra Adams
Debra is thrilled about her new role as manager for the Garfield County 
Fairgrounds, and hopes to “fill up the squares” with events and take the facility to 
the next level.  
After more than 20 years working at the Jefferson County fairgrounds in Golden, 
Debra said the local facility abounds with opportunity. 
“It’s like starting over,” she said. “It’s pretty cool.”
At JeffCo, Debra said the saying was to “fill up the squares,” meaning to ensure a 
strong line-up with exciting activities and events for the calendar. She added that 
Garfield County offered a new challenge, and one she is taking on with gusto. 
“It was time to spread my wings and do something new and exciting,” she said. 
“When the opportunity came up, I had to go for it.” 
Debra added that when she started at JeffCo, there were around 100 events 
annually. That amount blossomed to 1,200 by the time she left for Garfield County. 
During that same time, the revenue-to-expense ratio at the JeffCo Fairgrounds 
climbed from 23 to 47 percent, she said.  

Facilities Director, Frank Coberly
Frank moved to western Colorado from his former home in the Pacific Northwest 
to take over as the facilities director at Garfield County. His previous post was as 
facilities program manager for commerce giant Amazon. 
A native Coloradoan, Frank is an avid hiker, hunter, and fisherman, who couldn’t 
resist the allure of what Garfield County had to offer. 
“The real big thing is getting back to Colorado, and Garfield County is so 
beautiful,” he said. “This was a place that I wanted to get into. To hike it, hunt it, 
and fish it.” 
Frank added that the people at Garfield County make his new home an ideal 
place to live and work. 
“The people here are so nice,” he said. “It’s not like you’re from somewhere else, 
it’s like you’ve lived here all along.” 

Goals and ideas for the future
Our fair has grown substantially over the last four years, and consequently we have experienced some 
growing pains. We plan to improve and build on what we’ve accomplished so far and welcome any input 
from sponsors, participants, and partners.  

Our goals are to:
• Improve and expedite entry into the concert venue; the venue needs to open two hours prior to the 

show. The amount of ticket scanners and bag checkers needs to be increased, and we also need an 
alternative to funneling everyone through the breeze way. 

• Improve the north grandstands to be safer and more accessible for capacity crowds 
• Increase parking — the county has purchased property around the fairgrounds for this purpose.
• Institute a Farm-to-Table program with educational activities for the community. 
• Continue to develop and implement best practices for all fair and rodeo planning, and execution of 

the fair. 
• Reach out to non-4-H/FFA organizations and families to participate more in the county fair. 
• Continue to promote and build our relationship with PRCA to improve the rodeo experience.
• Continue to improve the Garfield County Fair & Rodeo, which has developed into one of the premier 

events on the Western Slope — the fair board strives to stay on course. 
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Blue Ribbon Sponsors
United Site Services
Two Rivers Productions
Professional Diesel Automotive
Rocky Mountain Baptist Church
Glenwood Chiropractic
MBC Grand, The Moose 92.3
Backcountry Chiropractic
Rib City
Bookcliff Conservation
Grease Monkey

Red Ribbon Sponsors
Title Company of the Rockies
Chevron
La Tricolor/KPVW - Entravision 
Communications
Master Petroleum
Trish Romero Agency, Inc.
Black Hills Energy
Big Daddy’s Sports Bar
KQSE La Nueva Mix
Wing Nutz Bar & Grill

White Ribbon Sponsors
The Nickel
Berthod Equipment Division
Balcomb and Green
Townsquare Media
Lakota Canyon Ranch & Golf Club
Dwyers Greens and Flowers
Rifle Equipment
Trendz Clothing
Mountain View Tree Farm
Rent-a-Center

Grand Champion 
Presenting Sponsor 

Alpine Bank
Reserve Grand Champion 
Sponsors 
Parr Sound & Lighting  
Jay’s  Steakhouse 
Johnson Construction Inc. 
Glenwood Springs Ford
Hy-Way Feed & Ranch Supply Inc.

Gold Buckle Sponsors
KMTS
Western Slope Communications
Bighorn Toyota
Stampfel Construction
Tractor Supply

Silver Buckle Sponsors
Mullenax Construction & Roofing
C&C Industries, LLC
Coors (Mountain Beverage 
Company, LLC)
Rodeway Inn
Rifle Truck & Trailer
Glenwood Post Independent
News Channel 5 (Nexstar Media 
Group)
Berthod Motors, Inc.
Columbine Ford
Mountain Chevrolet
4J Arena
U.S. Boiler & Plumbing Co. INC.
Alpine Party Rentals

Friends of the Fair
Gran Farnum
Brenden Theaters
Neil Garing Insurance
Crabtree’s Auto Body
NAPA Auto Parts
Roaring Fork Valley CO-OP

Fair Supporters
Holy Cross Energy
Sandy’s Office Supplies, Inc.
American AgCredit
Alpine Valley Services
Grace Bible Fellowship
Arbaney Cattle Company

County Commissioners
John Martin

Mike Samson
Tom Jankovsky

County Manager
Kevin Batchelder 

 
Deputy County Manager

Fred Jarman 

County Fair & Events 
Coordinator 

Doreen Herriott

2016 Fair & Rodeo Board
Levy Burris, President

Rick Shaffer, Vice-President 
Courtney Jenkins, Secretary 

Eileen Sheets   
Donna Marye

Lindsey Ellsworth
John “Brock” Hedberg

Duston Harris
Paul Gieselman

Royalty Coordinator
Becky Schwartz

CSU Extension Agent 
Carla Farrand 
  
Livestock Marketing 
Committee President
Roger Coombs

Open Class Coordinator 
Lori Bennett  
  

Thank you to all who make the fair happen!

~ 2017 Fair Dates ~
July 31 - August 6, 

2017


