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stars, stripes and fair 
delights
The 79th annual Garfield County Fair & Rodeo was 
a successful patriotic celebration this year. The 
community rallied together to display our country’s 
stars and stripes in all fashions. Parade entries and 
exhibits throughout the fair paid homage proudly to 
our American flag. Fair time is the time of year when 
Tenacity, Grit, Passion, Dedication, Determination, and 
Community all come together. 
Of course the fair wouldn’t be a County Fair without 
the admirable, hard working CSU Extension and 4-H/
FFA participants, leaders and families. They work all 
year planning the livestock shows and auction and 
countless hours throughout fair week. Our Jr. Livestock 
Auction continues to garner incredible support from 
Garfield County businesses and individuals.

We are also beholden to our ever growing list of 
sponsors each year who generously donate to the fair 
every year. Their generosity is greatly appreciated by 
our Fair Board and County Commissioners. 
Four nights of rodeo were enjoyed by many who 
support our western heritage and culture. The Scotty 
McCreery and the Grits & Glamour duo of Pam Tillis 
and Lorrie Morgan concert was well attended by a 
very diverse crowd. Our Demolition Derby continued 
to thrill the crowds this year. Tuff Trucks closed out the 
weekend entertainment.
Family fun for all is the main goal of our committed Fair 
Board as they plan the fair every year, a process that 
is already happening for the 2018 fair. We are very 
fortunate to have an assembly of dedicated volunteers, 
new and experienced, who are the force behind the 
success of the Garfield County Fair & Rodeo. We 
appreciate and value every minute they give to ensure 
the success of the county fair.

Garfield County Fair & Rodeo mission statement
The purpose of the Fair Board is, in collaboration with Garfield County Administration, to ensure the 
successful promotion, production, and execution of the Fair each year. 

The Fair Board shall ensure Fair programming is of high quality and that programming improves 
annually, as needed. 

Fair programming:
• Shall embrace all ages, persons, cultures, and entities within Garfield County
• Shall foster a spirit of community values
• Shall promote the Western and agricultural heritage and history of Garfield County
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the 79th annual fair
Major accomplishments include:

• The Board of County Commissioners continued to make improvements to the Garfield County Fairgrounds 
  in 2017. A new entrance on Railroad Ave was a wonderful addition for all rodeo and Demolition Derby  
  participants this year. The South Hall went through major renovations this year. Our Open Class participants  
  welcomed the much needed upgrades. More improvements are already in the works on the fairgrounds that  
  will be enjoyed at future fairs and other events. 
• Sponsors and fair supporters donated generously to the fair again this year and achieved a new record. The  
  fair received $69,500 in cash donations and $79,382 in kind donations which totaled $148,882. This tops  
  last year’s record amount of $143,631. Our sponsors’ overwhelming contributions have been instrumental in  
  the growth and success of the Garfield County Fair & Rodeo. We appreciate their tremendous support and  
  value any feedback to improve the program further. 
• Main event ticket sales this year totaled $140,749. Concert sales were down this year and the fair board  
  is proactively starting to plan the next main headliner concert sooner. We improved the crowd flow this year  
  by opening gates earlier and increased staff on bag checks and ticket scanners. New and returning guests  
  appreciated the easy flow to get inside the event. 
• The City of Rifle stepped up again this year and provided a parking shuttle to get folks to the fairgrounds. The  
  shuttle route ran up Railroad Avenue on main event nights and throughout Saturday to assist fair guests  
  since parking on the fairgrounds is so limited.  
• Our Fair Board members also pitched in providing golf cart rides for disabled, handicapped and senior fair  
  patrons into and out of the big events. 
• Our PRCA/WPRA Rodeos are two of the top events celebrating our western heritage and culture. We  
  continue to build on our relationship with the Professional Rodeo Cowboys Association, PRCA. They  
  donated another impressive pair of spurs again this year for the Xtreme Bulls winner. We continued to draw  
  more participants this year. The slack entries in the ProRodeo were overwhelming this year so that event will  
  now be held in the morning at future fairs. 
• Open Class exhibits were vastly improved with the remodel of the South Hall. The exhibit hall looked better  
  than ever thanks to all the volunteers who worked hard throughout the week. Thanks to Carla Farrand and  
  her CSU Extension staff for taking the lead and decorating the exhibit hall to honor the hard work of our  
  county residents with attractive displays. A big thank you also to the 4-H volunteers who worked all week  
  managing the Fair Entry computer system and coordinating the whole process. Everything went very  
  smoothly and exhibitors were pleased.  
• The Garfield County Fair & Rodeo would not be what it is today without the tremendous volunteers we have  
  working all week long and at every main event. Our community comes out if full force to help us produce this  
  week-long event. There were approximately 125 volunteers who donated over 3,000 hours of their time  
  during this year’s fair. We are grateful for them and appreciate all of the time they invest in our fair. 
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Main events 

Family and Youth Rodeos
These events kick off the first two main events at the fair. Local cowboys and cowgirls continue to 
compete and demonstrate their skills in events at the family rodeo on Monday night. Prize money is 
awarded to the top competitors. The youth rodeo was coordinated this year by Jennifer Hartung of 
Rocky Mountain Baptist church. This was the first year all of the mutton bustin’ was held on one night 
with the finale at the end. A calf scramble was also added to the kid’s events much to the delight of 
participants. Both events were very well received by our community. We continue to keep these events 
free for spectators. Thank you to Moo’s Place who donated gift certificates for all 1st place winners. 
 
Kick-Off BBQ
Each year this event kicks off the week on Tuesday night. It is a celebration of all of the hard work of 4-H 
and FFA livestock show participants, families and leaders. Sponsors and volunteers are also invited to 
this event each year. The 2017 Hall of Fame recipients are honored and awarded plaques at the BBQ. 
 
Heritage Night
This annual celebration begins on Wednesday afternoon with the 4-H Fashion Revue and Talent Show 
on the free stage. Free apple pie and ice cream were served, a Rifle tradition started at Apple Pie Days 
in 1909. One of the most popular amusements at the fair is the Glenwood Vaudeville Revue which 
performed to a packed crowd as usual. 
 
Professional Rodeo Cowboy Association (PRCA) Xtreme Bulls | 884 tickets - $11,775
The 2017 PRCA Xtreme Bulls rodeo was the 3rd annual performance. Contestants grew from 31 last 
year to the maximum of 40 allowed to participate in the bull riding. We are very grateful to the PRCA for 
the support they have given us and look forward to building our event with the tour.  
 
PRCA/WPRA ProRodeo | 915 tickets - $7,788
Our 4th annual PRCA ProRodeo event also drew 59 contestants this year. There were a couple local 
competitors who won their events. Rifle native CJ Vondette won the barrel racing event with a score of 
17.55 seconds. Jason Blasdel of Fruita won the bull riding event scoring 84 points. 
 
Scotty McCreery and Grits & Glamour Concert | 2,322 tickets - $68,743
Pam Tillis and Lorrie Morgan opened with their ongoing Grits & Glamour tour. These long-time country 
veterans from Nashville put on an incredible performance for concert goers this year and mingled with 
fans at their merchandise tent. Scotty McCreery’s performance topped the evening off with a high 
energy performance and a stellar light show. Fair management made a few changes with an earlier gate 
opening and increased bag checkers and ticket scanners. Guests were very pleased with the faster flow 
this year and shorter lines. 
 
2017 Summer of Thunder Car Show 
The 2017 car show had a number of new entries this year. The total number was down due to conflicting 
schedules with other car shows. Spectator attendance was up this year. The weather was great and 
folks had a good time. 
 
Demolition Derby | 1,997 tickets - $33,120
The 2017 Demo Derby was a smashing success again this year. Pun intended! Overall the total entries 
were 47, the same as 2016. There were 10 cars competing this year. Side-by-side entries were 23 and 
ATV entries totaled 8. Trucks were added to the lineup in 2016 and there were 6 entries this year. This 
event continues to be a fan favorite at the Garfield County Fair.  
 
Tuff Trucks | 237 tickets - $4,195
Attendees of the Tuff Trucks enjoyed a great show! The under-advertised Tuff Trucks experienced lower 
attendance than the Monster Truck Show in 2016. The Fair Board will be considering bringing back 
Monster Trucks in 2018.



Committees, programs 
and partners
The Livestock Marketing Committee
The Livestock Shows and Auction were very 
successful this year. It is the result of the hard 
work, dedication and discipline of countless 
hours from 4-H and FFA youth, leaders, 
families and CSU Extension staff.  The Garfield 
County Jr. Livestock Auction is one of the most 
successful ones in the state. Garfield County 
is very proud of this event and the people who 
step up to make it all happen. 

Year Exhibitors Entries Buyers Sales
2017 126 174 163 $397,955
2016 167 227 164 $438,358
2015 138 191 148 $357,454
2014 155 210 169 $409,510
2013 157 214 102 $393,880
2012 165 230 143 $393,473
2011 176 262 110 $375,364
2010 173 261 147 $371,154
2009 153 220 122 $373,434
2008 134 194 115 $488,159
2007 119 170 113 $394,919
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2017 4H Youth livestock 
entries included:  

23 beef, 24 rabbits, 25 sheep, 
22 goats, 51 swine, and 29 poultry 
total of all livestock entered: 650

Rodeo Royalty
Garfield County Fair & Rodeo Royalty Program 
The Garfield County Fair & Rodeo Royalty Program is 
open to Garfield County residents. The royalty program 
teaches leadership skills, teamwork, and instills strong 
morals and values into our youth, our future leaders. 
Rodeo Royalty strives to be a part of our community, 
helping wherever possible at numerous events 
throughout the year, and at our annual county Fair & 
Rodeo events.  
If you would like to support the Royalty Scholarship 
Fund with a contribution, please mail your donation to:

Doreen Herriott 
Garfield County Fair & Events Coordinator
201 8th Street, Glenwood Springs, CO 81601

Your tax-deductible contribution will be used to fund 
academic scholarships for Rodeo Royalty participants 
and for no other purpose. Thank you for your support! 
Please visit garfieldcountyfair.com for more information.

4-H General Project entries
Dog show – 25 entries

General projects – 191 entries
Rocketry – 12 entries

Fashion revue – 6 entries
Performing arts – 13 entries

Shooting sports – 232 entries
Horse show – 419 entries

Cloverbud – 19 entries
Cake decorating – 6 entries

Creative cooks contest – 1 entries
Demonstration contest – 1 entry

Photo contest – 2 entries
Utility goat contest – 9 entries

Junior livestock sales results
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Open Class
The Open Class exhibits continue to be a big draw for the community this year. Total number of 
exhibitors was 169 with a total of 893 entries. Total premiums paid to exhibitors this year were $3,300. 
The Open Class exhibits were all showcased in the newly renovated South Hall. There were remarkable 
improvements for fine art displays, one of the largest division’s entries. Lots of improvements were made 
to the displays this year which participants and spectators welcomed and appreciated. 
 
Garfield County Fair Parade, coordinated by Rifle Area Chamber of Commerce
Everyone was welcomed by gorgeous weather and very creative entries at the 2017 Garfield County Fair 
Parade! This year there were 59 entrants in the parade, many of them with multiple vehicles. Railroad 
Avenue from 16th Street to 3rd was full of Garfield County residents excited to watch the parade and 
get goodies. We honored our Hometown Hero First Responders as our Grand Marshal this year and 
had participation from the Garfield County Sheriff, Garfield County Emergency Communications, City of 
Rifle Police, Colorado River Fire Rescue, Town of Carbondale Police, Town of New Castle Police, Town 
of Silt Police, and Town of Parachute Police. There was a tremendous turn out of the Garfield County 
community who came to enjoy the parade with family and friends.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Rifle Elks Lodge
The Rifle Elks Lodge enlists the help of many hard-working volunteers to sell libations at 3-4 locations 
during the fair. The 2017 gross sales were $30,484. The profit after expenses was $16,098.58. Profits 
will all go to local charities, programs and events. They include: VA Nursing Home, Senior Center, 
Animal Shelter, Scout Troops, Christmas baskets for needy families, and other events and assistance 
throughout the year.

Rifle Rotary Ball Drop
The 2017 Rifle Rotary Ball Drop revenues were approximately $12,000 this year. The ball drop is well 
attended and kids collecting the balls after the drop enjoy being a part of the show. The funds are 
distributed to Raising a Reader, Gus the Bus, Rifle and Coal Ridge High School scholarships, Meals 
on Wheels, Bookcliff Arts Council, dictionaries for third grade students, sponsoring foreign exchange 
students and various other non-profit organizations. 

Countywide partners
A lot of what the fair needs to produce an event of this size is help from outside agencies. They assist us 
with preparations before fair. Staffing during fair and post fair reviews. We are assisted by the following 
agencies: Rifle, Silt, New Castle, Glenwood Springs, and Carbondale Police departments, Garfield 
County Sheriff, and Colorado River and Fire Rescue, who provided their mobile incident command 
center every year. Paramedics and ambulances are present as needed, especially on the four nights of 
rodeo. We had some challenges with weather this year and were thankful for all who helped develop the 
new Garfield County Fair Event Action Plan this year. It was the first year we had some brief evacuations 
due to servere lightning storms. Thanks again to the Garfield County Criminal Justice Department for 
providing workers to assist with fair set-up, maintenance throughout fair week and tear down after the 
fair. A special thanks needs to go to Jack Haroutunian from Criminal Justice for going above and beyond 
with assistance before, during and after the fair. There’s a lot of manpower needed at fair that most folks 
don’t know about. We appreciate everyone throughout Garfield County who gave their time to the Fair.
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Garfield County fairgrounds ever improving
Garfield County strives to ensure that fairground users enjoy a top-notch facility in which to work, perform, 
and play. Renovations to the North Hall and South Hall, new seating in the north grandstands, and a new 
generator and heating at the indoor arena highlight a busy year of improvements at the fairgrounds.
Aluminum bleachers with ADA-compliant seating have replaced the old wooden bleacher seating in 
the north grandstands, and several rows of seating have been added across the breezeway. These 
improvements were made for the safety of our visitors. 

This fall, the announcer’s booth, chutes and pens at the outdoor arena were repositioned to align with the 
center of the arena, to offer a better customer experience. The flooring in the North Hall is being redone 
and a wash station is being added. The South Hall has had a complete make over with the addition of 
two bathrooms, drinking fountain, new LED lighting, and new paint top-to-bottom. Other improvements to 
South Hall include a new concrete floor, a new double door entry along with an ADA ramp.  

Another major upgrade is the new northeast entrance at the fairgrounds from Railroad Ave. The entry way 
was designed to accommodate the largest truck and trailer rigs on the road.  

Less apparent, but as important as any other improvement is the new reservation software that was 
purchased for the fairgrounds. The system keeps track of reservations, staffing needs, and much more.

Goals and ideas for the future
The Fair Board is dedicated to continuing the progress they have accomplished over the last few years 
with the Garfield County Fair & Rodeo. We welcome any input from sponsors, participants, and partners 
about our fair on how we can further raise the bar. 

Our goals are to:

• Improvements to the VIP experience for our sponsors who continue to grow in support of the fair

• Continue to improve the atmosphere at the fair for the enjoyment of fair patrons

• Build our volunteer program to attract and reward volunteers who are the backbone of the fair

• Build on free agricultural, educational and other activities for the community to enjoy during fair week

• Continue partnering with CSU Extension to reach out to non 4-H/FFA organizations and families to 
  participate in the our county fair

• Build on the open class exhibit displays including a new refrigerated display case 

• Expand upon the quality vendors we already enjoy at our fair

• Continue to fine tune our emergency safety plan 
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Bank of Colorado
Black Bear Liquor
Glenwood Chiropractic
Grease Monkey - Rifle 
Kent Jolly 
MBC Grand Broadcasting (Moose) 
Mountain Waste & Recycling 
Mullenax Construction and Roofing 
New Castle Gardens 
Professional Diesel & Automotive 
Rib City Grill 
Rocky Mtn. Baptist Church 
Terra Energy Partners 
Trish Romero Agency - American 
Family Insurance 
Two Rivers Production 
 
Red Ribbon Sponsors  
Always Mountain Time 
Brickhouse Pizza 
Chamos 
Chevron 
Entravision Communications 
Title Company of the Rockies 
Wingnutz 

White Ribbon Sponsors
The Nickel
Balcomb & Green  
Berthod Equipment Division
Bookcliff, Mt. Sopris & South Side 
Conservation District
Julius Ag Inc/Lonely Mountain 
Feed & Supply 
Mountain View Tree Farm 
& Nursery 
Rent-A-Center Rifle
Town Square Media 

Grand Champion 
Presenting Sponsor 

Alpine Bank
Reserve Grand Champion 
Sponsors 
Parr Sound & Stage 
Frontier Paving 
Glenwood Springs Ford  
Hy-Way Feed & Ranch Supply Inc.
Johnson Construction Inc. 
Jay’s Steakhouse

Gold Buckle Sponsors
Stampfel Construction
Tractor Supply
Western Slope Communications
KMTS

Silver Buckle Sponsors
4J Arena
United Site Services
Alpine Party Rentals
C&C Industries, LLC
Columbine Ford 
Coors - National! 
(Mountain Beverage)
Grand River Health
Misty Brisco-Garcia
U.S. Boiler & Plumbing Co. Inc.
Post Independent (CMNM) 

Blue Ribbon Sponsors 
News Channel 5 (Nexstar) 
Rodeway Inn
Rifle Truck & Trailer 
Backcountry Chiropractic

 Friends of the Fair  
R&D Livestock 
Brenden Theaters 
Gran Farnum Printing 
Holy Cross Energy 
Mike & Kim Davis
Neil Garing Insurance
Rifle CrossFit 
State Farm 
Transamerica 
Master Petroleum 
Crabtree Automotive 
 
Fair Supporters  
American Ag Credit
Arbaney Cattle Company 
& Livestock 
Dalby, Wendland & Co., P.C. 
Grace Bible Fellowship 
Jana Farris & Bryan Dexter 
Nichols Insurance Agency
Sandy’s Office Supplies, Inc.
Micro Solutions 
Master Automotive 
Mountain Chevrolet 
360 Insurance Company 
Western Slope Trailers 
Glenwod Springs Art Guild 
O’reilly Auto Parts
Subway 
Tequilas 
Vic’s Route 6 Diner 
Miner’s Claim 

County Commissioners
John Martin

Mike Samson
Tom Jankovsky

County Manager
Kevin Batchelder 

 
Deputy County Manager

Fred Jarman 

County Fair & Events 
Coordinator 

Doreen Herriott

2017 Fair & Rodeo Board
Levy Burris, President

Rick Shaffer, Vice-President 
Courtney Jenkins, Secretary 

Eileen Sheets  
Donna Marye

John “Brock” Hedberg  
Lindsey Ellsworth

Duston Harris
Paul Gieselman

Royalty Coordinator
Becky Schwartz

CSU Extension Agent 
Carla Farrand 
  
Livestock Marketing 
Committee President
Roger Coombs

Fair & Events 
Administrative Specialist 
Nancy Payne  
  

Thank you to all who make the fair happen!

~ 2018 Fair Dates ~
August 6 - 12, 2018


